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Highfields’ board members are filled 

with unique backgrounds and  

perspectives, and 

there's one person 

who helps set them 

apart. Anne Brown,  

a long-time,  

dedicated supporter 

of Highfields, is one 

of the organization's 

personal  

cheerleaders.  

 

"Everyone has a story about  

connecting with Highfields, and if 

they don't, it's our job to make the 

connection for them so they can be 

aware of Highfields’ important  
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mission," said Anne. 

Like many others who support 

Highfields, Anne has a 

special story. For years, 

her family’s construction 

business, Schiffer Mason  

Contractors, donated 

masonry materials as 

well as labor to  

Highfields’ Onondaga 

campus, so Anne was 

already familiar with “Camp 

Highfields.” She went to college 

for marketing and was awarded 

an internship with Lezotte Miller 

Public Relations, who  

coincidentally, was supporting 

Anne shows her support for Highfields 

It Only Takes One 

A Special Story 

“It’s not to be  

understated the  

potential  

Highfields has to 

affect families in 

the community.” 

You Can Leave a Legacy…  

Including "Highfields, Inc" Tax ID: 38-6099698 as a beneficiary on your will, trust,  insurance policy or 

retirement plan helps provide lasting gifts for children and families in our communities. For more  

information, please contact Laura Jurasek at: (517) 628-2287 x373 or ljurasek@highfields.org.  

mailto:ljurasek@highfields.org


“Our youth come from different backgrounds, 
upbringings, and have different morals and  

ambitions. While this has led to some difficult 
moments, it has come with great opportunities 

as well. We are provided opportunities to help 
youth find out who they are, what they want to 

be and who they want to become. Highfields’ 
Residential Treatment Program provides youth 

with the chance to reflect on their choices and 
situations. They are given the ability to identify 

personal goals and discover ways to accomplish them. Our youth are able 

to experience things like creating art, traveling across Michigan and 
learning how to cook. With your support, we are able to continually help 

provide these opportunities. Thank you for helping us to provide hope to 
youth that are often hopeless.” Tyler, Manager of Treatment Services 

 

“Thanks to your support, families are heard and 

needs are met through community resources. Not 

only do I feel like my opinion matters as an  

employee, you are helping give families a voice. Your 

support helps give families hope in a time they need 

it most.” Theresa, Families Together Building  

Solutions Counselor 

Senior Leadership 
 

Brian Philson, L.M.S.W., A.C.S.W. 

   President & Chief Executive Officer 

Timothy M. Monroe, M.S.W., L.M.S.W., 

   A.C.S.W., D.C.S.W. 
   Vice President 
Lara Hewson, MSW, LMSW, IMH-E® (III) 

   Director, Community Services 

Chris Jurasek, LLMSW 

   Director, Residential Services  

Laura Jurasek  B.A. 

   Director, Fund Development 

Edward St. John, MBA 

   Director, Finance 

Becky Womboldt, L.M.S.W 
   Director, Quality & Education, Mindfulness & 
Meditation 

 

Highfields Board of Directors 
2020-2021 

Officers 
 

Brandie Ekren, Chairperson 
   Board of Water and Light 
Erika Fussman, Chairperson - Elect 

   MSU Federal Credit Union 
Carol Giacoletto, Treasurer 
   Retired, JP Morgan Chase Bank 
Sam Davis, Secretary 
   Michigan High School Athletic Association 
Jeff Hertrich, Past Chairperson 
   AF Group    

Directors 
 

Rebecca Bednarski 
   Jackson National Life Insurance Company 
Raymond Black 
   Auto Owners Insurance 
Anne Brown 
   Christman Constructors 
Mark DeLuca 
   Foster Swift Collins & Smith PC 
Robert Easterly 
   Foster Swift Collins & Smith PC 

Carrie S. Ihrig Freeman 
   Grua, Tupper & Young, PLC 
Brian Gallagher 
   Fraser Trebilcock 
Matthew Greenberg 
   Miller Canfield 
Josh Jelenek 
   Atlas Oil Company/SGH 
Tim Johnson 
   Eaton Rapids Medical Center 

Chivon Kloepfer 
   WLNS TV 6 & ABC 53 
Fran Loose 
   Retired, Michigan Department of Education 

Mable Martin-Scott 
   Assistant Dean of Lansing Campus and 
Professor at WMU Cooley Law School 
Kris McVicar 
   Self-Employed 
Lizzie Mills 
   Fahey Schultz Burzych Rhodes PLC 

Nannette Norwood 
   Retired, MDOC 
Matthew Nowak 
   The Probate Pro PLC 
Tom Reder 
   Bergmann Associates 
Claudia Remenar 
   Retired, Dart Foundation 
Gerald Sambaer 
   Dart Bank 

Kevin A. Shaw 
   Wieland 
Michael Sheets 
   Lyman & Sheets Insurance Agency 

Chris A. Simpson 
   Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 
Peter Tratt 
   Plante Moran 
James Woodfork, Jr. 
   Lansing Community Schools  

Directors Emeritus 
 

Derwood L. Boyd* Mary McCarthy* 

Hon. Robert L. Drake* Shirley L. Richards* 

Frank L. Guerriero* Grant Santimore* 

Jo Hacker*  Duane Vernon 

Harold E. Hicks* Malcolm M. Williams* 

Dr. Olivia I. Letts  *deceased 

Highfields’ marketing efforts.   

"I tried to learn as much as I could 

about Highfields, since they were 

such an important client," said Anne. 

"Little did I know, it 

would end up 

changing my life." 

Over the next 10 

years, Anne  

remained  

knowledgeable 

about Highfields. In 

2018, she continued 

Christman Constructors’ long legacy 

of representation on Highfields’ 

Board of Directors. 

 

Within her first year on the board, 

Anne attended every event she could. 

She shared Thanksgiving dinner on 

campus, where she talked to students 

completing their program and  

reflecting on their journey, and  

students who just arrived and were 

nervous. The impact was always the 

same. Students were welcomed and 

cared for by strangers, which helped 

give them hope. 

Anne also attended Highfields’  

Employee Recognition Banquet, and 

it was then that she realized how 

much more Highfields is doing to 

help families in the community.  

Unaware of the other services, like  

in-home counseling, parenting  

education and after school programs 

offered off campus, she learned of the 

thousands of individuals 

that are helped each year 

and the many employees 

that make the mission  

possible. 

"You can't understand the 

magnitude of the  

organization unless you dig 

in and participate, go to events and 

listen," said Anne. "With every day 

that passes, a new surprising thing 

comes up about what Highfields does 

for the community."  

Through her years of dedication to 

Highfields, Anne has always believed 

in the power of "one." One individual 

person can make a difference, so the 

power of Highfields can impact so 

many more.  

“If Highfields has an impact on one 

family, taking them from darkness 

into light, caring for them enough to 

make their lives brighter, happier and 

healthier, then the ripple effect can 

change so many,” said Anne. 

It Only Takes One  (continued) 

Beginning a New Year can be filled with challenges, but Highfields has a 

strong sense of togetherness with the families they work with, and each  

other. The ability to change lives wouldn’t be possible without your  

generous support. So, our staff would like to say a few words: 

Highfields services 

Highfields is a nonprofit human  

services organization providing  

opportunities to children, youth and 

families through home-based  

counseling programs, a residential 

treatment facility, and educational 

services. 

Highfields provides 17 different  

programs in 13 counties and serves 

about 7,000 individuals every year.   

Our Mission 

To provide opportunities to children, 

youth and families to become more 

responsible for their own lives and to 

strengthen their relationships with 

others. 

Our Vision 

To create bright futures for children, 

their families and communities.  

Our Locations 

Onondaga Campus 

5123 Old Plank Rd. 

Onondaga, MI 49264 

(517) 628-2287 

Jackson Office 

1206 Clinton Rd. 

Jackson, MI 49202 

(517) 783-4250 

Lansing Office 

4305 S. Cedar St. 

Lansing, MI 48910 

(517) 887-2762 

Howell Office 

204 S. Highlander Way, Suite 3 

Howell, MI 48843 

(517) 262-0874 

Hillsdale Office 

51 S. Howell St. 

Hillsdale, MI 29242 

(517) 212-8168 

Website 

www.highfields.org 

 

“Highfields  

continues to 

grow by adding 

services unique 

to families 

needs.” 

A New Term 

The Impact of One 

(L - R) Kristen Schleman, Anne Brown, Joshua Freeman, Carrie Freeman, Brian Philson 

“Thank you from the  

bottom of my heart for 

your support! It means 

the world to us as  

employees along with 

the numerous children 

and families that we 

work with!” Becky,  

Director of Quality and Education, Mindfulness and Meditation  

Coordinator 


